
 

  

Agrivoltaics cPPA : Qair and Lesaffre announce the signing of an 

18-year, 30 MWp direct renewable electricity purchase agreement 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Paris and Marcq-en-Baroeul, France - March 12, 2024 - Qair, an independent renewable energy 

company and Lesaffre, a key player in fermentation and micro-organisms for over 170 years, 

have signed a contract for the direct purchase of renewable electricity (CPPA) from an 

agrivoltaic plant. 

 

Covering a forecast annual purchase volume of around 34 GWh, this additional CPPA provides 

for the supply of green electricity from an agrivoltaic project (synergy between agricultural 

production and photovoltaic energy) developed by Qair in the Hauts-de-France region. It will 

enable Lesaffre to continue decarbonizing its scope 2 1and thus accelerate its energy transition 

by increasing the proportion of renewable energy in its energy supply. 

 

With construction starting in 2025 and operation scheduled for 2026, the plant will avoid the 

equivalent of around 630 tonnes of CO2 emissions per year and inject 68 GWh of green 

electricity per year into the French power grid.  

 

 

 
Louis Blanchard, CEO of Qair Group and Brice-Audren Riché, CEO of Lesaffre 

 

"We're delighted to be taking part in the decarbonization of Lesaffre, a 

company that shares our commitment to local community support. Through 

 
1 Scope 2: refers to all indirect emissions from electricity consumption and heating and/or cooling networks. 



 

agrivoltaics, Qair aims to support farmers, protect their land, and secure 

their production. This is why we engage in co-financing with farmers and 

local partners to provide comprehensive support to encourage ecological 

and solidarity transition through renewable energies" says Louis Blanchard, 

CEO of Qair Group. 

 

A new CPPA that confirms the decarbonization trajectory of Lesaffre sites 

 

After a first CPPA signed in 2023 to supply green energy to the Group's largest yeast plant in 

Marcq-en-Baroeul, Lesaffre is taking another step towards decarbonizing its production sites in 

France by signing this second CPPA, which will supply green energy to the Biospringer by 

Lesaffre site in Maisons Alfort, near Paris. This second signature is in line with Lesaffre's ongoing 

commitment to reducing its carbon footprint and energy consumption. Among the projects 

underway are the installation of a biomass plant at the LIS by Lesaffre site in Cérences 

(Normandy), the installation of a wind turbine at the Algist Bruggeman site in Belgium, and the 

signing in November 2022 of a 15-year partnership with another player in the energy sector for 

the design, financing, construction, operation and maintenance of a waste heat recovery unit 

at the Lesaffre site in Marcq-en-Barœul. As part of this drive to decarbonize its production sites, 
the Group is currently considering a number of investments in renewable energies. 

 

 

“The signing of this second CPPA is the translation of our commitment to 

reduce our carbon footprint. At Lesaffre, we are committed to sustainable 

growth and respect for the environment through our products and 

production processes. By signing up to Qair for 18 years, we are taking 

another step towards decarbonizing our production sites and continuing to 

work together to better feed and protect the world of tomorrow," adds Brice-

Audren Riché, CEO of Lesaffre. 

 

 

 

 In 2023, Lesaffre was awarded the EcoVadis Silver Medal, the global reference for 

CSR assessments. This distinction places the Group in the top 20% of companies 

assessed worldwide. 

 

 

Sheep farming under solar panels 

 

The agrivoltaic project has been tailored to adapt to the needs of the farmers with whom pre-

contracts have been signed, paving the way for the agreements that will materialize with 

building permits.  

Like Lesaffre, which is committed to working with its partners to help them adopt sustainable 

practices, Qair designs its projects to serve local players, from the agricultural world to local 

authorities and industrial purchasers of green electricity, to meet all the energy needs of these 

ecosystems. 



 

 

 

Agrivoltaics, an energy solution for agricultural production and land preservation 

 

Today, the agricultural sector is facing several challenges 

due to climate change and population growth: land 

speculation, agricultural decline, loss of biodiversity and 

artificialization of farmland. Agrivoltaics is a strong lever in 

response to these major challenges, enabling a symbiosis 

between agricultural economic activity (livestock or crops) 

and photovoltaic installations. Each brings added value to 

the land and to those involved in the project: 

 

- Economic redistribution of electricity sales to ensure the continuity and sustainability   

of farms;  

 

- Shading for plant development and animal welfare in the context of climate change;  

 

- Provision of farmland for the energy transition. 

 

About Qair 

Qair is an independent renewable energy company offering offers flexible and integrated energy 
solutions, relying on integrated offshore and onshore wind, solar, battery storage, 
hydroelectricity, tidal power, renewable hydrogen and energy from waste technologies. 
 

With more than 1 GW of capacity in operation, the group’s 600 employees are developing a 
portfolio pipeline of 30 GW in 20 countries across Europe, Latin America and Africa. Our 
ambition is to become an independent leader in responsible energy offering long-term 
operation for readily available green energy in Europe. 
 

Find out more on qair.energy 

 

About Lesaffre 

A key global player in fermentation for more than a century, Lesaffre, with a 2,7 billion euro 

turnover, and established on all continents, counts 11,000 employees and more than 96 

nationalities. On the strength of this experience and diversity, we work with customers, 

partners and researchers to find ever more relevant answers to the needs of food, health, 

naturalness and respect for our environment. Thus, every day, we explore and reveal the 

infinite potential of microorganisms. 

 

To nourish 9 billion people, in a healthy way, in 2050 by making the most of our planet’s 
resources is a major and unprecedented issue. We believe that fermentation is one of the most 

promising answers to this challenge. 

 

Lesaffre – Working together to better nourish and protect the planet 

 

More information on www.lesaffre.com 

https://www.qair.energy/


 

Join us in conversation on LinkedIn and on Twitter 
 

For media inquiries please contact 
 

• Qair - Group Media Relations: press@qair.energy | +33 (0)1 79 35 67 11 

• Lesaffre – Jean-Clément Vergeau | j.vergeau@lesaffre.com | +33 (0)6 74 83 02 54 
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